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1 Tin, iv. T5, 16. 


Me on theſe things, give Auel 

wholly to them; that thy profiting 

may appear 10 2 Tal heed to 

| thyſelf, and to thy doftri ine, continue 

In them; in doing this thou ſhalt 

| both fave bee and then: mA . 
5 bear U we, 


WW ＋ dale allotted: to me, to addreſs ig : 
this very ſolemn Occaſion of your In- 


voeſtiture with the Office of a Paſtor, 
or Gar, to this Church of Cbriſt. 1 


my honoured and beloved Brother, n 


ſhall do it, in an Attempt to e the 


| Words, which I have now read. 
1 Apoſtle, before the T ext, gives to 
Timothy various important Exhortations, and 
Directions, relating unto his miniſterial 


Function: Which I ſhall not take into par- 


ticular Conſideration; but will immediately 


apply myſelf, to the Explication 1 


Dili gente ins nity + 2 


= Branches of the Words, in 0 Ortler, 
wherein We Thnd!® e bete 10.297 
I. The Apoſtle oe Had to ſerious 
and cloſe Meditation!” Meditate on "theſe 
things.” 'Diligent ſtudy is the indifpenfible 
Duty of a Miniſter of the Goſpel. That, 
my Brother give me Leave, to recommend, 
and ſtir you up unto, as what is abſolutely 
neceſſary, for the proper Diſcharge of thoſe 
Services, which belong to your Station in the 


Church. Without a due Attention to it, 
your Difcourſes will be crude and indigeſted . 


and, therefore, not well ſuited to the great 


5 End, of i improving the Saints, in Chriſtian 


Knowledge and Experience. The Subjects 
of your affiduous Meditations muſt eſpeci- 


80 | ally be, the holy Scriptures, and the glo- 
rious Truths, which they contain. The 


Mord of God ought to be carefully and di- 


Ugently read, and meditated upon by all; 


N Miniſters, in an eſpecial Manner, are 


obliged unto a diligent Perufal of it. Give 


Attendance to Reading, to Exbortation, to 
Doctrine. Read the Writings of good Men. 
wherewith, in the kind Providence of God, 


5 the Church is bleſſed, which under a divine 


Influence will be helpful and inſtructive to 

vou; but above all, ſearch. the Scriptures, 
wich are profitable for Dofrine, for Re- 
prog, for. Correction, for Inſtruction in Righ- 
_ teouſneſs, that you may lie perfect, and the- 
0009 — 7o all Sed Mors. 
You 


7 del 70 Minifters. -”” 


oft: carefully conſider the ſeveral 


| parts of ſacred Writ, and. compare ſpiritual 
Things withypuritual, whereby, through the 
- gracious Aſfiſtance of the holy Spirit, you 
will gain a clear and comprehenſive View 
of ahr Harmony of the Whole, and a full 


ny. ON Ye ur oo"! 5 
Bie diligent in en. qu 


upon, Content not yourſelf, as ſome Preach- 


ers do, with expreſſing what is true, though 
it be not the genuine Senſe of the Words, 
which are the Subject of their Diſcourſes. 
Labour to find out the yea! Import of that 
3 Portion of: the good Word of God, which . 
= ice of, for the Subject of your I 
dermons. And, alſo ſee. to it, that you pro- 


you make Ch * 


duce proper and pertinent Teſtimonies, for 


the Confirmation and Illuſtration of thoſe 
Truths, which you apprehend, are contain- 
1 in e ent ae Some Preachers ſeem | 


'% , : w 1 : 


1 ws That which I —5 1 1 be inatrated by the | 

divine Reaſoning of the inſpired Writer to the Hebrews in 

various Inftances. How 1 and full are the Proofs Which 

he produces, to evince we, Dignity of the Perſon of Chriſt, _ 
atures, divine and human, in the 

| firſt Chapter of that moſt admirable Epiſtle? In what a con- 

vincing Manner does he prove, that Chriſt is a Prieſt, and 

a Prielt not after the Order of Aaron; but of afiother, 

; — rr it * N Keen n eee does he 


as incluſive of both his 


ode, 


« 


sees of its Arias, Autho- he 


icing. into the roper - 
Meaning pf every Text, which you ſhall at 
any Time undertake to ———4 and treat 
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4 N lligence in Stud 
| to be 20 very little Pains, in cither Reſpect, | 
"now mentioned, and, therefore, their Per- 
""formances, are far from being judicious. 
And it is very requiſite, that you ſhould = 
| ieditate much on the Doctrines Which are 
contained in the holy Scriptures. If you do 
nat, you cannot. reaſonably hope: to diſcern 
their admirable Variety, adorable Depth, ſtrict 
Connection ; mutual Dependence, and beau- 
tiful Harmony, nor, in What Reſpects, ſume 
eyangelical 3 ang agree with others, and 


wherein. they. differ. This is your proper 


Bulitieſs, as a Miniſter, and it is —— painful 


Labour, Which claims Tour: conſtant t- — 


| tendance. For, e Arele eats 

II. You are "ard. to give 1 
CT wnto | thes e | 2 80 thyſelf aobolly 

| WET bl 4 1 en : 
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= "prove; that the. Sinai\Clveridnt was to ai e and im LT 


N 


away? Alſo, that Chriſt is the Mediator of another, and 


better Covenant? And that, therefore, th. Sinaj-Covepant . 
Was not intended, really, but only, iyppicaih, to take away 
Sin ? And, conſequently, that the Pardon of: Sin, and Sal- 
| on from it, could not be expected, by the Obſeryance = 


any, or all the Rites, Which were inſtituted, in that Co- „ 
venant. Theſe and other Inſtances, in that Epiſtle, are 
moſt excellent Directions; how we are to demonſtrate and | 


confirm evangelical Truths. When I conſider the Scope of 
the divine Writer therein; and the Manner of his treating 


on the many important Subjects, upon which be diſcourſes, 5 
I cannot but think it is exceeding!y ſtrange, that any thould _ 
object to an argumentative Way of Preaching in order to 


confirm the Truths of the Geſpel. Some ſo do, it may be, 
out of Supineneſs, and Indifferency about ſacred Truths; 

and others, perhaps, from a Conſciouſneſs, that they are 

not furniſhed with proper on for ſuch a ae: ronftrative ” 
| 8 8 of Preachi ing. | ___ 


led to' Mi hers, ” 


; OY Or, as the Words may be read: *. 
iluu in them (e rouroig 4.91). 'Ybur Heart 
ought to be fixed on them, and your 
Thoughts Exerciſed about them, moſt ; e 
, and genorully ally. Not occaſionally and 
durſoriiy; but 'conflantly, and cloſely. This 
id the nobleſt Employ; wherein our intellec- 
tual Powers can poſſibly be engaged. | 
And it juſtly demands the Whole of your 1 
Times.) Do not think it is ſufficient, if you 
no and then devote a few Hours unto this 
acred 'and important Labour, in order to 
prepare for your Services, in the Pulpit. 
But fill up your Time with Contemplations 5 
on the glorious Truths of the Goſpel, even 
when you axe not ſoon to be g in the 
Work of Preaching. Miniſters are not, 
without Neceſſity, to be entangled with ſecu- 
lar Afairs, to their Interruption in an At- 
Þ | tendance! unto what is of far greater Mo- 
ment. And, therefore, it is the. Ordination 
of Chriſt, that thoſe, who preach the Goſpel, 
| Should. live of the Goſpel. The End of this 
Appointment is not, that they may be ſlotb⸗- 
7 LP; and: waſte their precious Moments A 
daoing Nothing, or worſe than Nothing. 5 
is that they may be devoted entirely, 0 
that honourable Service, to which. be has 
called them, with a gracious: View, to the 
Inſtruction and Edification of the Church. 
My honoured Brother, do not loiter away 
8 the Beginning of the Week in trifling Re- 


creations, 


> — 2 


: ertationg, 2 ndedies and; 30008 
Viſits, and think it is enough, at the latter 
End of it, to prepare for your public Ser- 
vices. Begin to ſtudy on the Monday, and | 

continue to do ſo throughout the Week... 
Some Perſons in this facred Fon, ot 

an extraordinary Genius, and who have had 
a Taſte for polite Learning, it is to be fear- 
ed have been under a T emuptation, to neg- 
lect their more neceſſary and important 
| Studies, unto their own Prejudice, and the 
Diſadvantage of the Church, by the alluring 
Pleaſures which their ingenious Minds have 


found in- Studies of another Nature. Not 


that I think it is unlawful or unprofitable, 
ſor a Miniſter, ſomewhat to gratify his In- 

clination Lo ii Way. But. as Miniſters are h 
not to be entangled in the Affairs of the 
World, unto their Hinderance in a neceſ- 
__ fary Study of divine Things: So. they ought 

not to ſpend too much of their Time in the 


Fug of che liberal, Arts, For, they are 


- Hey: chiefly, to attend to what 1 is far more 
: noble, ſublime, and important. Except, 5 
my Brother, you thus devote yourſclf, unto 


__ theſe divine Studies, you cannot juſtly ex- 
pect to improve in an Acquaintance with 
evangelical i which ought to be yous | 


4 Deſire and Aim, As it follows, 2. 
III. That thy. Profiting may appear 70 all, RE 
: Endeavour, to ive e Evidence to 


all _ 


Recommiendde, 20 Miniſters. 7 
all Sorts of Perſons, of your Growth and 
Proficiency in divine Knowledge. To the 


Friends, and alſo unto the Adverſaries of OM 
Truth. In the Church of God there are 


different Claſſes of Chriſtians, Viz. Fathers, 


young Nen, and Children. Such who are 


Fitthers, are ſaid to bave nown Him, that is, 


from the Beginning. Their Judgment and 
Experience are much advanced, And: there- 
fore, unleſs you treat of zhe deep Things Xx. 
1 Ga, and in a judicious Manner, your Pros 
1 fiting will not appear to them. Diſcourſes 
which are crade, and indigeſted, though me 
| Matter of them may be true, can never gam 
their Approbation. Others of lefs Under- 
3 ſtanding, in ſpiritual Thing 85 may approve = 
KF thereof, but they cannot. For, they expect 
fpiritual Demonſtration of ſpiritual Things. 
Bare Aſſertions of evangelical Doctrines, 
without a clear ſtating of them, and offer- 
ing pertinent Teſtimonies for their Prot _ 
and Illuſtration, will not be pleaſing to them. 
| Thjudicious Preaching cannot be acceptable 
to judicious Hearers. It is true, that the 
Number of ſuch Hearers is very ſmall; but 
that is not a juſt Reaſon, why we ſhould i 
content Corse with treating of the ſuh⸗ 


me Truths of the Goſpel, in a ſuperfictal, 


and unworkman-like Manner. Let N be 
your Defire, and laudable Ambition, to give 


W in the Courſe of your M iniſtry, 


unto, 
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9 Diligence in nn 


5 ae the moſt improved, in Chriſtian "FAY 


ledge and Experience, by the Depth, Soli- 
dity, Pertinence, and Clearneſs of your 


Compoſures, on thoſe impottant and glo- 


rious Truths, which you are commiſſioned 
to preach. Good Judgment, much Care 


and Diligence, you will find neceſſary unto 
this End, and, therefore, be not remiſs and 


negligent; ; but be painful and laborious 1 in 
Sean. 


| young Men. That is to Chriſtians, who are 
ſtrong, and have overcome the wicked one. 
\ You muſt in order to this, conſider well, 


Again, your Proficiency could appear to 3 


the Nature, and Variety of Satan's Tempta- 75 
tions, upon different Occaſions, and under 


different Circumſtances. What numerous 
Wiles and Stratagems he makes uſe of to 


ſtir up Luft, to entice to Evil, and to in- 


terrupt the Exerciſe of Grace, unto the great 
Perplexity, and Grief of the Soul. "And 

you muſt ſhew how the gracious Principle 

_ oppoſes and reſiſts this Adverſary, by the 
Guidance and Influence of the Holy Spirit. 
What are the Reliefs he adminiſters, in 
Seaſons of Temptation, to the Joy of the 


Soul, and the Increaſe of the iel Part. 


Vou will find, that this Branch of your 
Work, requires a careful Review of thoſe 
Temptations, which you, yourſelf, have 
been endes withal, and the Workings of 
> OS Es your 


Recoil 2 Minifers. 20 
your Mind, under them: As well as a juſt 


Opfervation of the Experience of other 
r 280. 


Farther, you muſt alſo aim that your 
Pio Ring may appear to Children. "Chriſt 
hath Babes in His Family and Lambs in His 

Fold. It is your Duty to feed and nouriſh 

| them, as well as more knowing and ex- 

7 perienced Chriſtians. Then you will give 

 @ Portion of Meat to every one in due Seaſon. 
A Miniſter ſhould deſcend to the Experience 
of the weakeſt Saint in framing his Di - 
cCourſes, that he may comfort, and bing, him 
forward, in heavenly knowledge. This 

: requires much "Tenderneſs, Care and ſpiri- : 

taal Skill. | Without a proper Conſideration, 

of, what are the genuine Actings of Grace, 
under Convictions of Sin, and the Tempta- 
tions, which uſually attend the Soul, upon 

# a Senſe of Guilt, being impreſſed on the 

Mind, together, with thoſe Fears, Which 

are often, thereby produced, you will not 

be well qualified to aſſiſt and comfort the 

weak Saints, in their diſtrefling Perplexities, 

concerning their Pardon and Salvation, r 

Which, this Claſs of Chriſtians, are oſten 

5 Times, very ſolicitous. Be careful, in treat- 

ing on Faith, that you do not ſtumble theſe. 

Weaklings, in Chriſt's Family, by the Man- 


ner of your expreſſing yourſelf. Coniider 


that Faith in all, is not Prong, that in ſome 
N it i wegh. Its Nature, and the Kind of 1 its = 
ee”. 5 7 bp ; 1 Actings, : 
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o © Diligence in Stuay: © 
Actings, are the ſame in all, and it reſpects 
always the ſame Objects, and is productive 

of the ſame Fruits; but it does not act with 
equal Vigor in all, nor in the ſame Perſon at 
different Times. 

Once more, let your Proficiency be ma- 

nifeſt unto the Adverſaries of Truth. Mi- 


niſters are ſet for the Defence of the Goſpel. 
And, therefore, they ſhould endeavour to 


obviate thoſe Objections, which are raiſed 


againſt it, by. erroneous Perſons, and to con- 


firm its g 


. Arguments, drawn from the Word of 
b God that the Mouths of Gainſayers may be 


ſloppe d. Some are Enemies to Revelation 


” ale, and employ all their Wit to banter 
and run it down. Theſe Trfidels we muſt 
labour to ſilence, by ſhewing, that, what 
_ they object to the Holy Scriptures, is falla- 
cet, groundleſs, or abſurd, and, therefore, 


1 by no Means concluſive. And, we ſhould + 


|  Habour to prove, that our Belief of Divine 


, Revelation, is built upon rational and juſt 


= Evidence, which is not attended with any 
Diifficulty; For, that Evidence is as clear, as 
the Sun, in itſelf, though not diſcerned, per- 


| haps, by ſome, through a Want of due ; 


tention to it, or by the powerful Influence, 


of unreaſonable and firong Prejudices, which 

they have contracted. Thus, my Brother, 

your Aim and your Endeavour ought to be, 

to yn Proot to all Sorts of Perſons, that you 
= are 


otious Truths, with clear and | 


Q fk e »- 


— 60 Masern. 


are a good Proficient in Divine . ge. 
May the Lord aſſiſt you, conſcientiouſſy to 


uſe thoſe Means, which he hath appointed 
to that End; and e x 
vou therein! 


And this your Proficiency ſhould be in 


all T bings (er rn), in every Branch of 
your Work, as a Miniſter. And, therefore, 


1 neceſſary, that you ſhould thoroughly 


ſtudy every Doctrine, legal and evangelical. 


All Cautions, Exhortations, Precepts, Re- 
proofs, and comforting Promiſes, that you 

may be apt to teach, and that you may be 

ay Sn of Thunder, to the ſtupid and carelefs, 
and a Son of erin unto the Mourners - 

$ in #100 © 


IV. Tate Heed to hyſ I. This Branch i 


| of Advice reſpects you as a Man, a Chriſ- 
tian, and a Miniſter. You ſhould take 
Heed to yourſelf, as a Man. Though Mi- 
| niſters are called to Self-denial, that they 
may ſerve the Church of Chriſt, and preach rg 
| His Goſpel, it is lawful for them, prudently 
to conſult their own Welfare, and the Good 
of their Families, that they may be ſupplied, ? —— 
with the Neceſſaries of Life. And this isa | 
Duty encumbent on them, in common 
with other Men. Take a prudent Care of | 
' your Health, to preſerve it, that you may 


continue capable of attending to thoſe la- 


borious Services, which belong to your Sta- . 
tion, in the Church. It is of | apes; Im- 


55 = portance E 


12 Diligence in Study: 

rtarice to take Heed to yourſelf," as a 
Chriſtian. Be careful of your ſpiritual Mel 
fare. While you aim at the Edification of 
others, negle& not your own, if you do, it 
weill be attended with ſorrowful Effects. 
For, Leanneſs of Soul will be the Conſe- 
quence of ſuch Neglect. Conſider this aw- 
ful Truth, that you may profit others, and 


not yourſelf, by your miniſterial Services. 


Spiritual Advantage can no otherwiſe accrue 
to our Souls, by the Doctrines we preach, 
than in mixing Faith with them. And, 
therefore, it is very neceſſary, that We 
' ſhould deſign acting our Graces, in the 


: _ Exerciſe of our Gifts—Without that, though 


our Abilities may be improved, our renewed | 
Part, will decline in its Vigor—Grace will 


not n in our Hearts, unleſs it is Men 


quently acted on thoſe precious Truths, 
which we are commiſſioned to preach. i 
Remember, my Brother, that in this Senſe, 


5 ä you muſt be mindful of your own Vineyard. 
Nea can't be too much ſo. It is a melancholy = 


Thing to feed others, and ſtarve our own 


—̃ through Negligence in this Matter, 
| which, perhaps, may have been too much 
8 Caſe, at leaſt, 2077 ſome of 15. May the 


good Lord convince us of, and humble us for 
our Sin, and Folly herein! It is not enough, 
to pleaſe, and even to do Good to others, 

by our miniſterial Labours, if we ourſelves | 

| TeCeIVE BO ee Benefit by them. We 


ought 


Rae be to M. „ 


ought to obſerve with what Frame of 6k 
Ve ſtudy and preach, Whether we think 
and ſpeak of the great Things of God, with 
that holy Reverence, which they juſtly 
demand. They are adorable in their Na- 
ture, and, therefore, we ought to contem- 
plate on, and expreſs them with great Seri- 
 ouſneſs and Awe, Evangelical Myſteries 


ſhould be ſtudied, and treated of in the moſt 


reverential Manner, becauſe of the Divine 
Glory which there is in them, above all 
other Subjects whatſoever. A due Conſide- 


ration thereof, will tend to engenerate and 
| | promote in you, a becoming Frame of 
| Soul, when you are converſant about Ron, 5 


| in your Study, and in the Pulpit. 


Again, take Heed to yourſelf, as a Mi- = 


niſter. Neglect not; but ir up the Gift, 


that is in you. Be diligent in the Uſe of al! 
thoſe Means, which God hath appointed, 5 

for the Cultivation, and Improvement 8 
If you are not, how can you hope for its 


Increaſe, or even for the Continuance of it, 
with you, in any tolerable Degree? If we 


are negligent and ſlothful, we can't rea- 


ſonably, have any Expectation of increaſ. 
ing our Furniture, for che Service and 


” Benefit of the Church. And be cau- 


tious how you conduct yourſelf, in-Con- 


verſation, and in thoſe Viſits, which 
- you pay your Friends. Chriſtians are of 
I very different Tempers, and ſometimes it 


falls 5 


14 - Diligence in Study 2 0 
falls out that they have different Inte- 


reſts, and are at Variance. And, therefore, 
great Prudence, is neceſſary in converſing 


with them, in ſuch a Circumſtance. Without 


* you may do much Injury, Let he i 
dom of the Serpent, and the Innocency of the 
Dove, be united, in whatever you expreſs, 


ab. We Occafions. Sometimes, Silence 
may be beſt. Very often, a filent Tongue, 


„ Evidence of a wiſe Head. I ſay it 
again, very often, a  falent Tongue s an 


Evidence of a wiſe Head, in a Miniſter, 


whoſe Office leads him to converſe with 
Chriſtians, among whom, through one 
KcCauſe or another, Differences ariſe in this 
Sͤtate of Imperfection. If you cannot heal = 

| Breaches, be ſure not to widen them, through 


aà Want of Caution, in what you at any Time, : 
fy, to either of the Parties, at Difference. 
V. You muſt, my Brother, tate Heed to 


: your Doctrine. Well conſider and examine, 
what you deliver in the Name of God, to 


| his People. See to it that thoſe Principles, 


which you advance and inculcate, agree with 
the Holy Scriptures. Permit me to men- 


tion five infallible Rules, whereby all Doc- 
trines, may be tried, and their Truth, or 


Falſehood, determined, viz. Dari nes which 
are calculated, to promote the Glory of Divine 


; Grace : Which exclude Boaſting in the Crea- 
ture: Which are a Foundation Y Strong Con- 
Hakan, | 


Recommended to Miniſters. 1 5 
folation, in the Saints: Whith are accorfins 
to Godlineſs + And which are confiltent. 1 call ; 
them infallible Rules, becauſe Ury are moſt N 
Plainly feriptural. 74 
1. The firſt Rule, whereby, I wow ad- 
viſe you to try Doctrines, is this: If they 
are calculated to promote the Glory of Divine 
Grace. By Grace, I do not mean the Be- 


| nevolence and Bounty of God, as the Cre- 


| ator, and Upholder of all Things, which are 
of univerſal Extent. God is good to all, and 


«Hrs tender. Mercies are over all His Works. © 


Wherein, He acts according to that infinite 
2 "Goodneſs, which is natural to Him. Some 
ſeem to have no other Conception of Divine 
Favour, which is the Cauſe of Salvation, 
than that it is, this univerſal Good Will of 


God, as Creator, whereof all Creatures, are 


_ he Objects in their Creation-State, which | 
is as great a Miſtake, as can be, on this 


3 momentous Subject. Divine Love, which 5 
is the Origin of our Salvation, is the ſove- 


reign Pleaſure and Good Will of God. 


= There is a Hitneſt in the Exerciſe of Good 


neſs towards all Creatures, as they were 


formed by their Almighty Creator; but 
_ God does not provide for the Recovery 5 


auilty Creatures, becauſe it is fit, in ztfel It, 
Joe He ſhould fo do: Or, becauſe it is 
1 agreeable to Goodneſs, as it is natural to 


Him. If this was the Fact, then God 


| would not be at Liberty to fave, or not fave 
5 Sz Sinners, : 


1 " Diligence in & dee. 


Sinners; but making Proviſion for their Sal- 
vation, would be neceſſary to Deity. For, 


all Acts of Goodneſs, as it is natural to God, 


are neceſſary, and not free Acts of His Will, 
; 2 His Will acts /reely, in determining 
to put forth ſuch Acts of Goodneſs. Di- 
vine Grace to which our Salvation is owing, 
is abſolutely free Favour, which acts with- 
cout any Inducement, or Motive, in its Ob- 
jects. If we conſider the Temper and Con- 
duct of the Subjects of Salvation, naturally, 
we muſt be convinced of the Truth of this, 
I think. Are they not under the Dominion 4 
Sin? Is not that the governing Principle in 


them? Are not their carnal Minds Enmity | 
againſt God? Are not their, Minds alienated | 


From the Life of God? And as to their Con- : 


duct: Have they not their Converſation, ac- , 


cording to the Tufts of the Fleſh, fu filling the 
Dieſires of the Fleſb, and of tbe Mind? Are 
they not fooliſſ, diſobedient, deceived, ſerving . 


. divers Luſts and Pleaſures, living in Malice, 


„ Envy, hateful, and bating one another? 


What can there be, in ſuch, to invite the | 
- merciful and kind Regard of God to them ? 
Men in order to diſprove, the abſolute 


5 Freedom of Divine Favour, in the Af- 


fair of our Salvation, are obliged, to riſe 

up in fat. Contradiction, to this diſþleaſing 
| Repreſentation, of the Diſpoſition of. aur - 
Minds, and of our Conduct, in our natural 
State. And to maintain, that in Fact, we 
N 8 Do 


I | Cauſes, with the Grace of God, deftroys £ 


one. And, therefore, you may be aſſured, 
that Wer Principle, is not calculated to 


| not be true, by whom ſoever it is embraced 
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are not ſo corrupt, in our Hearts, nor ſo cri- 
minal in our Behaviour, as the Scripture re- 
preſents us. By Grace we are ſaved (a). 
e Kindneſs and Love of God our Saviour 1 
W Man appeared, not by Works of —— oY 
| Righteouſneſs, which we have done; but of 
His Mercy hath He ſaved us (b). I is of 
Faith, that it might be by Grace (o). ue 
Salvation is entirely and abſolutely of the 
Grace of God, without any Works, of ours. 
The Admiſſion of them, as concurring 


On EEE 


| its true Nature. For, it be of Wi = | 

| then it is no more Grace (d). The Deſign 

| of God, in our Recovery, is to magnify the 

| Riches of His Grace: My Brother, try all 
| Dodtrines by this Rule, it is an infallible 


z promote the Glory of Divine Grace, it can- 


or advanced. Let it, therefore, never r have 
Place in your Preaching. | 
2. The ſecond Rule for your Ti ry 5 of 
P Podtrines, is this; They muſt be ſock, ow -; 
? exclude Boaſting. Where ts Boaſting then? 
t ts excluded? By what Law, off. Works = 
Nay, but by the Law of Faith (>)... Net of 
Works le * ay Man 8 beaf We. Boaſt- 


MA ing 


(a) Eph. ii. 8. (b) Tit. iii. 5. 00 Rom. iv. 16. 0 
(a) — xl. 6. (e) Rom. iii. 27. AM Eh. vi. 9. 
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ing is abſolute, or comparative, Able Boaſt- 
ine, is this: A Man's affirming, or inſiſting. 


on it, that he has in the Courſe of his Life, 


performed the Whole of his Duty, and in 


ach a Manner, as the Law requires, and, 


chat, therefore, he has a Right to Life, ac- 

cording to that Law, which, is the Rule of 
Action to him. This Kind of Boaſting can- 
not have Place, in any, who acknowledge, Þ 

that they are Sinners, and ſtand i in Need of 


Salvation. And, therefore, it is not that 


which the Apoſtle contends, is not to be ad- 5 
mitted, in the Affair of Salvation. 
Comparative Boaſting only can be intended, 555 

Fes, is this: An Opinion, that by a proper 
and wiſe Improvement of thoſe Means, 
which are afforded us, to that End, we have 
ſecured to ourſelves Life and Happineſs, i 
which ſome others, have fooliſh] neglected : 
to do, and, therefore, periſh, 4: 
prehenſion of many, the Fact ſtands thus, 
with Men, in the Buſineſs of Salvation. | 
God is pleaſed in infinite Benevolence and 
Goodneſs, to make Propoſals of Pardon and = 
Peace to them, and affords them, ſuch 
Helps and Advantages, as are ſufficient, if 
they are not wanting to themſelves, to en- 
able them to obtain theſe Bleſſings. Some 
act the 2e, and others the Fool:/h Part, in 
the Enjoyment of thoſe Helps and Advan- 
__  tages, and, therefore, the Event is different, = 


n the ap- 


aecording to their different ee in the 


fame 5 


1 to Min ifers.... 


| "RN advantageous Circumſtances. For 1 
ſtance, Peter and Judas, through Divine 


Clemency and Mercy, are favoured with 
= Overtures of Pardon and Salvation, and 
both have Aſſiſtances of the ſame Kind, to 
facilitate obtaining thoſe Bleſlings, yea, bay ag - 
are ſufficient to that End, if wiſely im 
proved by both. Peter he is fo prudent, as 
do conſult his own Welfare, and makes the 
beſt Uſe of thoſe Helps, and Advantages, 
| and, thereby, obtains the great Bleſſings, 
| which God, in his infinite Mercy offers, and 
{ promiſes to beſtow, upon ſuch a wife and | 
prudent | Behaviour. On the Contrary, Ju- 
das he is fooliſhly regardleſs of his eternal 
Peace, and neglects to improve thoſe Aids 
and Aſſiſtances, which God mercifully 
5 ap him, whereby, he alſo might obtain 
Life and Happineſs, and, therefore, he miſſes 
of the Bleſſings, which are offered and pro- 
miſed, to be given, upon a different Beha- 
viour. Now, if this is the true State of the 
Caſe, Peter hath proper Ground for a com- 
_parative Boaſting, or the ſame Reaſon, for 
paying . himſelf a Compliment, and ap- 
plauding his own Wiſdom, as Judas hath 
5 Cenſuring himſelf and condemning his 
own Folly. Becauſe, each had the "ſame 


gracious T enders, and the ſame Kind Hi. ps, 


and, therefore, the Welfare of Peter is ow- 


ing to his own Wiſdom and Care, as the 
Veſtruction of Judas is the Effect of his own 


225 or 1 Por, Peter was not de- 
3 termined 
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termined, by Divine Influence, to act, as he 
has done; but his Determination, to a&t the 
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10e Part, he hath acted, followed, upon a 


rational Conſideration of the Fitneſs and 
Wiſdom of fo acting. And it was poſſible, 
for Judas, to have determined, to act in 
the very ſame Manner, and, thereby, To -- 
have obtained the very ſame Benefits, as 
Peter hath acquired a Right unto. This is 


that Boaſting, which is excluded in our Sal- 


vation, and, which it is impoſſible, that an 
ſhould have Foundation for. Becauſe, the Þ 
pole of our Holineſs, i in Principle, and 
Acls is from God, as the efficient Cauſe 
thereof. And if he intends to ſave you, he 
will certainly bring you to this humble and 


grateful Acknowledgement, that you are 


nothing, and that it is: By His Grace, you are 
what you are. Allow me, my Brother, to 
preſs it upon you, to try your Doctrine by 955 
this Rule, which is fo plainly laid down in 
\  .. Scripture, and be ſure to reject . Prin- : 
I apt which agrees not with it. 


The third Rule for your Tryal 6f | 


: Dodrines i is: F they are a proper Founda- Pf 
tion, for Arong Conſolation in the Saints. 
It is the Will of God, that Believers 3 
| ſhould enjoy ſuch Conſolation 195 mane, -- 
therefore, Sentiments which are not ſuited 
=. produce and maintain it in them, cannot 
be true, by whom ſoever they are embraced, 
3 4 N Their Peace and Com- _—_ 

: fort py 


WG Heb. vi, 18. 
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fort, ſpring from, and are founded on * 
Security of theit moſt important Intereſt, 
viz. The eternal Salvation of their Souls. 
If that is ſafe and ſecure, their Joy will be 
full; but if it is a Matter, uncertain and 
precatious, in igſelf, becauſe it is not effec- 
 tually provided for by God: They will fall 
into Dejection and inexpreſſible 5 — 
Nothing can more make the Hearts of the . 
BB righteous ſad, whom the Lord would not have 
þ made ſad, than a Suppoſition, that their even- 
; laſting Welfare is doubtful, in zzſelf. Which 
| it muſt neceſſarily be, at leaſt, if the Pardon 
| of their Sins, if the Juſtification a 


Perſons, and if their Perſeverance, in Faith, 
| and Holineſs, depend on their own fickle and | 
1 corrupt Will, without a determining 3 
| ence, upon it by Divine Grace. Others, 2 
| who are unacquainted with the Plag ue of . 
| their Hearts, may think it is a fs 
| [Ground of Peace, to have Offers of Pardon © 
and Salvation, with Aids afforded, to facili- 
tate obtaining a Right to them. But ſuch, 
who are convinced of their Impotency, ank 
the Naughtineſs of their Hearts, can hear of 
| Nothing more diſmal, than this: That their 
future Happineſs depends upon, the free 
Actings of their own Will, without being 
I determined in its Volitions, by the good 7 
| Spirit of God. Becauſe they know, that 
their Determination, to chuſe what is ſpi- ; 
ritually Good, is only and entirely the Ef-' - 
. of ths Grace of God. N may proceed 


| mu ch | 
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hl farther, and affirm, that if it is Fact, 
that nal Salvation, i is dependent on the Will 
of the Saints, without an effectual Influence 


upon it, by Divine Grace, their future Bleſ- 


ſedneſs, is a Thing impoſſible, and that they 
certainly know, it muſt be. Becauſe, they 
are ſenſible, that all Acts of Holineſs in 
them, are the pure Effects, of an effica- 
cious Operation, of God upon them; M 
wWorketh in them, both to Twill, and to 40, W 
His good Pleaſure. And therefore, my 

7 Dicer,” fail not to examine your Benne, ; 
by this Rule; you may be aſſured, that no 
Principle, which 1 is not calculated, to admi- 
niſter frong Conſolation, to regenerate Per- 

_ ſons, can be true; however plauſible, at 
. firſt View, it may ſeem. 


. The fourth Rule for the” 


| "Teva: oh = 
9 Dofrines 3 is: Whether they are according to 
SGoaalineſs? No Principle can come from 
God, which gives Countenance tv Sin. Or, 
” which ſuppoſes, that a lower Degree of Obe- 
dience, is required of us now, becauſe, of 
our Tncapacity, to yield a erfect and ſinleſs 
Obedience, through that D 
attends us. To accommodate the Law, 
e ar preſent Weakneſs, in its Precepts, . 
zs, as I remember, that excellent Divine 
Dr. Owen, ſomewhere ſays, ſpeaking in Re- 
lation to ſome other Things, the worſt Kind 
of Antinomianiſm. And to affirm, that we 
5 are not e the Law, as a Rule of Action 


N 


epravity, which 


Jo er eee ali 
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Is down-right Libertiniſn. That, neceſſa- 
rily implies, that no Acts are unlawfal, or 
ſinful. For, where no Law is, there is 10 
7 ranſgreſſion. We are not freed from the 


| Law, as a Rule of Conduct, nor is any 
Abatement made, in its preceptive Part. 
Neither, does the Divine Law-giver make 


any Allowances, for our Defects, or Imper- 


fections, and what are ſometimes called, 
our #nallowed, and involuntary Sins, and * 
| juſtify our Perſons, on the Ground of a 
partial Obedience, to His juſt and holy 
Law. My Brother, you ought ſtriftly to 
examine your Doctrine, by this Rule, and- 
not advance any Principle, which is incon- 
fiſtent with the Purity, Perfection, and ex, 
tenſive Commands of the Law. For, God 
cannot abate of the Strictneſs of his Pre- 
cepts, in order to ſave Sinners, nor juſtify 
their Perſons, without a Righteouſneſs, that 
is fully anſwerable to them, in their utmoſt 
Extent. As you are not to corrupt evange- 
lical T ruths; ſo you muſt maintain the 


Doctrine of the Law, in its Purity, and full 


Compaſs. If you fail of doing that, you wil! 
not . yourſelf to God, as a Workman 1 
that needeth not to be 47. nor, „ h 
. r the Ward £8 Truth. Fo. 3 


15 The 


+ 3 A . affirm, that there is no Holineſs in 
Believers. Or, that they are not ae Creatures. That they 
have no other n chan n is 1 Chriſt. ba they 


have, 3 


24 Diligence in Study: - 
F. The laſt Rule, whereby you ſhould 
= your Doctrine is: F it be confient— 
| Truth is one and uniform. Contradictory 
Principles, cannot poſſibly be Truths. One, 
or other of ſuch Principles, muſt certainly 
be falſe. There is no Inconfiſtency in the 
Goſpel. It is all of a Piece. Your Word, 
or your Preaching, let it not be yea and nay; 
but yea, yea. If the Trumpet gives an uncer- 
tain ſound, who ſhall prepare brmfelf for the 

3 Cauſes of 
Salvation, are Oppofites. And, therefore, do 
not attribute it partly to Works, and partly 

to Grace; nor aſcribe it, ſometimes to one, 

and ſometimes to the other. There have 


| been many, and I fear there are fill too 


To many 


have, by which, they ſee ſpiritual Things; but Purity they 
have none. The Medium, whereby, thoſe Perſons endea- 
vour to prove their Aſſertions, is this, that we all have Sin, 
and commit Evil, which no holy Man, will deny, concerning 


- himſelf. Every one who is godly, knows he hath Sin in him, 


| as well as Holineſs, that evil Acts, as well as good ones 
proceed from him. By the like Medium, it might be 
caqualhy proved, that Believers have no Sin. For, it is as 
1 77 to conclude, that they have no Sin, becauſe they have 

_ Holineſs, as it is to conclude, that they have not Holineſs, 


becauſe they have Sin. And, that they do not commit 
Exil, becauſe they perform Good. This is not a Doctrine 


according to Godlineſs. It is calculated to perſuade us, 


that we may /ee the Lord, without Holineſs, Than which © | 


there is Nothing, more falſe. The Faith which they ſpeak 


and boaſt of, is not worth a Fig. It does not work by 


with it. If we have not 


Lowe. It is. dead, being without Works. And, it is a 
_ dreadful Deluſion, to imagine, that Salvation is connected 

| Pirktual Purity, we have not ſpi- 
ritual Light, nor any Diſcernment of the true Nature of ſpi- 
titual Things. Light without” Holineſs is nothing worth, _ 


aan 
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many inconſiſtent Preachers. Sometimes 
the doctrinal, and applicatory Part of a Ser- 
mon, claſh and 4 agree, either through the 
miſtaken Conceptions of the Preacher, re- 
lating to ſome Points, or for Want of a due 
Conſideration, in what Manner to expreſs 
| himſelf, fo as that his Diſcourſe, may in all 
Parts of it be uniform, and confiſtent. The 


former, is the Effect of a wrong Judgment, 5 


| the latter is a Diſcovery of a Neglect to com- 
pare ſpiritual Things, with ſpiritual, Let 


it be your 8 * neither may” be found . 


in you. ” 
| Theſe Rules are moſt plainly. ſcriptural, 
and, therefore, infallible. No Doctrine, 
| which eclipſes the Glory of Divine Grace: 


Which excludes not Boaſting : Which W | 


not a proper Ground of  firong Conſolation, 
in the Saints: Which is not according to 
_ Godlineſs: Which is inconſiſtent, or agrees not 


with the Analogy of Faith, can be true. My 


Brother, carefully examine every. Sentiment, 


by thoſe plain and eaſy Rules. You may 
be certain, that thoſe Principles, are Divine 
Truths, which agree with them, and, thatthoſe — 
which do not, are Errors, let who will em- _ 


brace, and defend them. If Men would 
but try their Notions, by thoſe Rules, and 
be determined, in their Opinions, by them, 5 


which we all ought to be, they could never 


| eſter the Church with pernicious Doctrine, 
Which n have done, to the Diſhonour . 
is wet py 
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God, and the inexpreſſible Grief of pious 
Souls. hope, that you will never be guilty 
of acting ſuch a Part, through Inattention to 
this neceſſary Duty. Which, I beg Leave, 
moſt earneſtly to recomm: nd, and preſs 
upon you. By no Means fail of arif at- 
tending to it. And never be aſhamed of, 

nor afraid to preach Doctrines, which are 
capable of being proved true, by thoſe Di- 

vine Rules; though many may object to 


muſt expect it will have, numerous Oppo- 
ſers : So long as the human Mind remains 
 _ carnal. For, that will eternally eſteem 
Z - Things of the Spirit of God Foolifhneſs, 
jj as ought to be rejected, by every 5 5 
N wiſe Man. SAILS : 

W R. Continue in tha It! is the Duty of a . 
Miniſter to abide, in the Miniſtry, into 
Wich he is put by Jeſus Chriſt. No lu- 
crative Views, or temporal Advantages, 
by ought. to induce him, to deſert that moſt 
important Service. Nor ſhould Diſcourage- 
ments, which he may meet with, therein, 
gcauſe him to quit it. Neither, ſhould ns 
. diſcontinuing, i in that Station, unto 
which he is called, by the Head of the 
Church, becauſe of thoſe Oppoſitions, which 
the Enemies of the Goſpel, make againſt 

him, in his Work. He ought to endure 
Hardneſs, as a good Soldier of Jeſus Chrifl. 

No Man can 7 nn, in 2 leaving a Ser- 
ih vice, 


them. The Goſpel always had, and we 
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vice, unto which, he hath Reaſon to th: nk, 


or on Account of Difficulties, which ariſe to 
him, in his Attendance unto it. Having ” 
put his Hand to the Plough, no enticing Al- 
lurements, or formidable Oppolitions, ſhould 


that he was. ted of God, either for Profit, A 


prevail with him to loo back. And, my : 


Brother, as you are to abide in this ho- 
nourable Vocation, ſo, you muſt continue, 
conſcientouſly, and diligently, to attend 
unto the Duties of it. You muſt not 


grow weary of a painful and cloſe Study f 
the Holy Scriptures, and the a e 


therein, contained, although it is a Meari- 


neſs to the Fleſh, and it may impair your na- 


- tural Strength. Pray, that you may be 
enabled, by Divine Grace, to perſevere, in 


the Practice of thoſe Duties, which are en 
| Joyned on you, in your miniſterial Charac- 


ter. That you may meditate in a proper 
Manner, on the Things of God. That you 
may give yourſelf wholly to them. That 


your Heart may be fixed on them, and 1 
Joy and Delight be in them. That you _ 


may be influenced to take Heed to yourſelf, 
as a Chriſtian, and as a Miniſter. That you 


5 may be aſſiſted, to take Heed to your Doc- — = 3 
trine, and ſtrictly try it, by thoſe infallible _ | 
Rules, which I have mentioned, and which 


are ſo plainly Scriptural. To this End, that 
your Proficiency, in the Knowledge of ſa- 


cred - Things, may appear to all Sorts of 
2 2 bY Perſons 


Diligence in Study: 
Perſons, both to the Friends, and Adverſa- 
ries of Truth. And alſo, in every Article 
of the Chriſtian Faith. Unleſs you ſo do, 
vou can't reaſonably hope, to be a Workman, 
That needeth not to be aſhamed. Nor expect, 
that happy Effect to follow, which is pro- 
poſed to our Confideration, as Miniſters, in 
order to quicken us unto Dil: gence and Care, 
in our important Work. That is, 
VII. Va doing this thou ſtalt both ſave thy- 
elt if, and them, that hear thee. A very ani- 
mating Conſideration indeed! What, that is 
more important, and ſtriking can be urged, 
to engage us to Diligence, Care, and Per- 


ſeverance in our Work, as Miniſters? Our 
own ſpiritual Welfare, and- that of others, 


who attend on our Miniſtry, under the 
hleſſing of God, it ſeems, will be promoted, 
thereby. Vour due Attendance to the ſeve- 
ral Branches of Advice, given in the Text, 
will be conducive, to the Preſervation of 


pFocurſelf, and your Hearers, from embracing 


Principles, which are diſhonourable to God, 
deſtructive of the Conſolation of the Saints, 5 
and are likely to have an ill Influence, on 
the Morals: of Men. And, therefore, be 
_ "diligent, in your Studies, in order to increaſe 
your Acquaintance, with thoſe Doctrines 


Which it is your Duty to preach, unto Ends 
©." falutary and important. We cannot be 


engaged in a more noble Service, than the 


= clo 4g of — Truths, the Eſta- 
5 . bliſhment 


„ 


TY ©. 


ä 


Kauen to 11. ini Re, 


bubment of the Faith, of the Saints, = 
the Promoting of Holineſs, in them. Shall 
wie then think any Labour too great, to 
anſwer Purpoſes, of ſuch vaſt Moment ? 

| Surely we cannot. 


_ Beſides, as the Gechel is the Poiner. of 


| God to the Salvation of them that believe, and, © 

that Faith cometh by Hearing, wherewith, 9 5 

Salvation, is inſeperably connected: No Con- 

ſideration, more weighty, can be thought 

of, to excite us, unto Care and Aſſiduity, EE 

in our miniſterial Function. Let us never 

| grow weary of intenſe Study, and /aborious 

| Preaching, fince it is the. Pleaſure of God, 

SK thereby, /o ſave them, who believe. If we 

| have a due Concern for the Glory of God, 

) and the Good of immortal Souls, . nothing 

can give us ſuch Satisfaction and Pleaſure, 

as being inſtrumental, in the eternal oe 

tion of any of thoſe, for whom, the Son of 

God, graciouſly condeſcended, to obey, ſuf= 

fer, and die on the Croſs. This is a om „„ 

\ fideration of the mft animating Nature, = 6 

ſtir us up to uſe Diligence in our Work. If 

We act under its Influence, we all nr © 
Faint, and grow ä * the. myſt uw = 

3 Labour. N 1 5 


Thus, my -honcured: 1 beloved 1 1 
ther, I have attempted, briefly, to explain, 
the ſeveral Branches of Advice, given to 


. in. theſe Words. " the Lord aſſiſt 
; you 


| Dilioents in Study, Rte OH we * 


_- to practice, the important Duties, there 
in, recommended! And, my Deſire is, that 
you, and this Church, many Vears hence, 
may have Occaſion, to look back, on the 
Solemnities of this Day, with the e 
OY and N 


FINTS. 
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TREATISE on VARIOUS PE EN | 
viz. On the Original Purity of Human Nature. On ( 


irs preſent Depravity. Of the Defects which attended — 


Doctrine of Morality, as taught by Phileſophers and Poet. 

-- 0 Regeneration, Converſion, and Sanctification. On the 

Difference between real Converſion, and the Semblance of it. 

Of the Aſſurance of Faith. On the Life of Faith. On the 
 ._ Growth of Grace. Of Declenſion in the Power of Reli- 


2 gion; its Cauſes, and the Ways and Means of a happy Re- 
_ vival under pace s of Grace, On the Temptations of the 
_ Preſent A Cautions againſt them. Gf Communion 


8 with in hs Courſe of that Obedience, Which we are 4 


required to yield unto Him. Wherein various difficult Caſes | 
of Conſcience are anſwered, as they occur, on the 1 * 
treated of. The Scoand Edition. 5 2 
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